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Virginia Historical Society 


ANNUAL MEETING 


HELD IN THE 


Society’s Building, December 3ist, 1900, 


WITH THE 


LIST OF OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY. 


RICHMOND: 
WM. ELLIS JONES, BOOK AND JOB PRINTER. 


1900. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


Virginia Historical Society 


Annual Meeting held December 31, rg00. 


The annual meeting of the Virginia Historical Society was 
held in the Society’s House, Monday evening, December 31st, 


at 8:30 P. M. 
In the absence of President Joseph Bryan, Vice-President 
Virginius Newton presided, and read 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


To the Members of the Virginia Historical Society: 


The Executive Committee of your Society beg to submit 
the following as their annual report for the past year: 


MEMBERSHIP. 


While our membership is slightly smaller than in 1899, it is 
very satisfactory. After all deductions for members who have 
died, resigned or been dropped for non-payment of dues, we 
have 766 names on the roll, six less than last year, but still 
larger than that of any year in the history of the Society, ex- 


cept 1899. 
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FINANCES. 

We are able again to report that the finances of the Society 
are in a gratifying condition, as the Treasurer’s report for the 
year ending November 10, 1900, will show: 


Balance on hand November 11, 1899.......-- $ 481 75 


RECEIPTS. 


Sale of Magazines 230 30 
Sale of publications (books)................. 16 00 


3,837 75 


4,319 20 


General OxPenses. veces 


3,666 27 


Balance in bank November 11, 1900.............4.- $652 93 


It will be observed that the receipts have been $351.90 less 
than in 1899, an amount which is almost entirely accounted for 
by the difference in the sales of magazines and publications. 
In 1899 several libraries purchased entire sets of our publica- 
tions and magazines, and as a result, most of the large libraries 


of the country now have full sets of both. 

On the other hand our expenditures were less in 1g00 than in 
1899. We haveat the end of this fiscal year a balance of $652. 
93, against $481.75 last year. At the December meeting of the 
Committee $100 more was added to the permanent fund, thus 
making an addition of $400 during the year 1900. The perma- 
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nent fund now consists of $3, 100.00 on deposit in the State Bank 
of Virginia, and $100 in Virginia State 3 per cent. bonds. We 
still hold in bank $200 belonging to the publication fund. 

In this connection the Committee would urge on members 
prompt payment of dues. Under the regulations of the Society 
dues are payable in advance. If this were done the officers of 
the Society would be saved time, which could be profitably em- 
ployed for other purposes of the Society; and the Society itself 
would be saved a considerable expense in postage, while the 
Executive Committee, knowing what the income of the Society 
was, would be able to make use of it in binding, purchase of 
books, &c., to an extent which they could not do if the pay- 
ments were slow or doubtful. This subject is now referred to 
because at the conclusion of the fiscal year, there were in spite 
of diligent effort to collect, several hundred dollars due from 
members. 


ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


Of books and pamphlets, 603 were added to the library since 
our last report-—a considerable increase over the preceding year. 

Among the works relating in whole or in part to Virginia his- 
tory, antiquities and genealogy, which have been acquired dur- 
ing the year, were: 

Early Settlers of Alabama. By Mrs. E. S. B. Stubbs. 

The Overwharton (Stafford county, Va.) Parish Register, 
1720-1760. Edited by W. F. Boogher. 

Jennings Genealogy (American families), Vol. II. 

William and Mary Quarterly. Edited by Lyon G. Tyler. 

Lower Norfolk Antiquary. Edited by Edward W. James. 

The Washington-Boucher Correspondence. Collected by 
W. C. Ford. 

Journal of Philip Fithian, kept at Nomini Hall, Va., 1773-74. 
Edited by Prof. J. F. Jameson. Reprint from American His- 
torical Review. 

Sociology for the South. By George Fitzhugh. Richmond, 


1854. 
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The American Loyalists of the Revolution. By Lorenzo Sa- 
bine. Boston, 1847. 

A History of the German Element in Virginia. By Herman 
Schuricht. Vol. II. Baltimore, 1goo. 

Virginia Carolorum. By E. D. Neill. Albany, 1886. 

Genealogy of the Kemper Family in the United States; De- 
scendants of John Kemper, of Virginia. With a Short History 
of his Family, and of the German Reformed Colony at Ger- 
manna and Germantown, Va. By W. M. Kemper and H. L. 
Wright. Chicago, 1899. 

A Genealogical History of the Chappell, Dickie and Other 
Kindred Families of Virginia, 1635-1900. By Phil. E. Chap- 
pell. Kansas City, 1900. 

Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 7th Series, 
Vol. I. The Jefferson Papers. Boston, 1goo. 

Wylie Genealogy. By E. G. Wylie. St. Louis, rgoo. 

The Struggle for Religious Liberty in Virginia. By C. F. 
James. Danville, Va., 1g00. 

Notes on Culpeper County, Va. (Including) A Reprint of 
Dr. Slaughter’s St. Mark’s Parish. By R. G. Green. Cul- 
peper, Va., 1900. 

The Cradle of the Republic, Jamestown and James River. 
By Lyon G. Tyler. Richmond, 1goo. 

The Huguenot in Virginia. Compiled by R. L. Maury. 
Richmond. 

History of Virginia. By Robert Beverley. Richmond, edi- 
tion of 1855. 

The End of an Era. By John S. Wise. Boston, 1goo. 

The Thomas Book. By L. B. Thomas. N. Y., 1896. 

Historical Sketches and Reminiscences of An Octogenarian. 
By T. L. Preston. Richmond, 1goo. 

The Reprint of Hariot’s Briefe and True Relation, and a Life 
of Hariot. By Henry Stevens. London, 1900. 

Claiborne Pedigree. Compiled by G. M. Claiborne. Lynch- 


burg, 1900. 


in 
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The Lindsays of America. By Margaret Isabella Lindsay. 
Albany, 1889. 

Memorials of the Quisenberry Family in Germany, England 
and America. By A. M. Quisenberry. Washington, D. C., 
1900. 

Lynchburg and Its People. By W. Asbury Christian. Lynch- 
burg, Va., Igoo. 

A Hundred Years of Richmond Methodism. Edited by E. 
L. Pell. Richmond, Va., 1goo. 


Among the gifts and loans should be noticed: 


1. Autograph of poem: ‘‘ The Window Panes at Brandon,”’ 
by John R. Thompson. Presented by Mrs. Virginia L. Pleas- 
ants, Richmond, Va. 

2. Engraved portrait of Hon. Richard W. Thompson, of In- 
diana; and a photographic copy of engraving of ‘‘ Fort Har- 
rison in 1812,’’ both presented by Mrs. Lidia W. Merrill, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 


3. Autograph letter of Peyton Randolph, President of Con- 


gress. Presented by Miss Lucy L. Temple, Richmond, Va. 


4. Examples (mounted and framed) of stamps issued under 
the famous English Stamp Act. These havea label stating they 
were given in 1856 by the Pennsylvania Historical Society to 
the Virginia Historical Society, but had long disappeared from 
the collection of this Society. They were restored to this So- 
ciety by Mrs. Mann S. Valentine, Richmond, Va., who pur- 
chased them from a dealer in curios. 


5. A very handsome sword presented to Captain (afterwards 
General) George H. Thomas, U. S. A., by citizens of South- 
ampton county, Va. (his native county), for gallantry in the 
Mexican War. Presented by Misses Judith E., and Fanny C. 
Thomas, of Southampton county, sisters of the late General 
Thomas. 


6. A considerable collection of books, pamphlets, &c., chiefly 
relating to Virginia; formerly part of the library of Judge W. 
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W. Crump, deceased. Presented by Mr. Beverley T. Crump, 
Richmond, Va. 


7. A very large and valuable collection of manuscripts relat- 
ing to the Parke, Custis, Washington and Lee families. De- 
posited with the Society by General G. W. C. Lee, Fairfax 
county, Va. 


8. Engraved portraits of Joseph C., William H., and Nicho- 
las Cabell. Presented by J. Alston Cabell, Richmond, Va. 


g. A Virginia note (currency) of the Revolutionary period. 
Presented by Miss Bessie Hoge, Richmond, Va. 


10. A photograph of the Communion Service, Prayer Book, 
&c., of St. John’s Church, Hampton, Va., including the cup, 
with hall-mark of 1618, which was presented to ‘‘ St. Mary’s 
Church in Smith’s Hundred, in Virginia,’’ by Mrs. Mary Rob- 
inson in 1619. Presented by Rev. C. Braxton Bryan. 


11. A very large and valuable collection of books, pamphlets, 
newspapers, maps, manuscripts, &c., presented by Major Pow- 
hatan Ellis, Richmond, Va. These include much of interest 
in regard to State and local history, very many reports of va- 
rious Virginia railroads for many years past, a number of Rich- 
mond directories between 1856 and 1891, &c. The maps, news- 
papers and manuscripts are also of considerable value, the latter 
including some of the papers of Hon. Powhatan Ellis, United 
States Senator and Governor of Mississippi. 


12. The old bell of St. John’s Church, Richmond, Va., which 
hung on that building when the Convention of March, 1775, as- 
sembled there, and where Patrick Henry made his most famous 
speech. This bell was sold, about 1820, to Major Redd, of 
Henry county, and has been presented to the Society by his rel- 
ative, Mrs. C. B. Bryant, of Martinsville, Henry county. 


Others to whom thanks are due for gifts are: Mrs. Elizabeth 
Saunders Blair Stubbs, New Orleans, La.; Dr. Joseph Lyons 
Miller, Pt. Pleasant, West Virginia; Dr. A. C. Cleborne, U. S. 
N.; Mr. Worthington C. Ford, Boston; Colonel Gracey Chil- 
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ders, Tenn.; Mr. W. H. Jennings, Columbus, Ohio; Prof. J. 
F. Jameson, Mrs. Champe Fitzhugh Thornton, Richmond; Dr. 
W. R. Whitehead, Denver, Col.; Dr. T. A. Emmett, New 
York; Messrs. J. W. Hunter, Norfolk, Va.; F. W. Mann, Jas. 
Warrington, Philadelphia, Pa.; Samuel Troth, Maryland; Lu- 
cien Carr, Barnwell Rhett Heyward, Albany, N. Y.; Phil. E. 
Chappell, Kansas City, Mo.; L. B. Thomas, D. D.; G. M. Clai- 
borne, Eugene C. Massie, Richmond; Albert Matthews, Cam- 
bridge, Mass.; Daniel Grinnan, Richmond; Anderson C. Quis- 
enberry, Washington, D. C.; Henry E. Gifford and Miss Mary 
E. R. Boyd, Waukesha, Wis. 


CATALOGUE OF MANUSCRIPTS. 


The printing of a catalogue of the manuscripts in the collec- 
tion of the Society has commenced, and at the time this report 
is made, has been completed as far as the beginning of the letter 
‘*M.’”’ This will be finished early in rgo1, and will be then dis- 
tributed to our members. This catalogue will for the first time 
make a general use of our manuscripts practicable. 

In this connection it should be stated that for the protection 
of the manuscripts, which will now doubtless be much more 
used, the Executive Committee has adopted a rule that no one 
shall have access to the manuscripts or Colonial newspapers ex- 
cept members, and persons introduced, in writing, by members. 

In addition to reporting in regard to the catalogue of manu- 
scripts, the Publication Committee has only to state that the gen- 
eral plan of the Magazine will be adhered to during the coming 
year. 

PAMPHLETS. 

There has been for a long time a large number of valuable 
pamphlets in our library, which, from the manner in which they 
have been stowed away, have been difficult to use. These have 
now been arranged, and a special card catalogue of them pre- 
pared, 

DEATHS. 

The Society has again this year to record the death of several 

distinguished members. 


- 
ad 
> 
§ 
4 
| 
| 
} 
a? 
| 
l 
| 


VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


Hon. William Wirt Henry, an honorary member and Ex-Presi- 
dent of the Society. 


The following annual members died: 


H. E. C. Baskervill, Richmond, Va. 

Mrs. Betsy T. Beckner, Winchester, Ky. 
Hon. James H. Brown, Charleston, W. Va. 
W. O. Hughart, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Robert B. Munford, Richmond, Va. 
Marshall Parks, Norfolk, Va. 

Hunter H. McGuire, M. D., Richmond, Va. 
Charles Dudley Warner, Hartford, Conn. 
Hon. William L. Wilson, Lexington, Va. 


The report was, on motion, received, and, as usual, ordered 


to be printed in the Magazine. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The next business was the election of officers for the ensuing 


year. 
The chairman appointed Messrs. C. V. Meredith, F. P. Brent 
and J. S. Moore, a committee to present nominations. 


The committee reported the following names: 


President—Joseph Bryan. 
Vice-Presidents—J. L. M. Curry, Washington, D. C.; Archer 
Anderson, Richmond, Va., and Virginius Newton, Richmond, 
Va. 
Corresponding Secretary and Librarian—William G., Stanard, 
Richmond, Va. 
Recording Secretary—David C. Richardson, Richmond, Va. 


Treasurer—Robert T. Brooke, Richmond, Va. 


Executive Committee—Lyon G. Tyler, Williamsburg, Va. ; 
E. V. Valentine, Richmond, Va.; C. V. Meredith, Richmond, 
Va.: A. C. Gordon, Staunton, Va.; B. B. Munford, Richmond, 
Va.; W. Gordon McCabe, Richmond, Va.; Wm. H. Palmer, 
Richmond, Va.; Edward Wilson James, Norfolk, Va.; Charles 
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W. Kent, University of Virginia; J. A. C. Chandler, Richmond, 
Va., and S. S. P. Patteson, Richmond, Va. 
The gentlemen named were unanimously elected. 


THE St. JOHN’s BELL. 


Mr. B. B. Munford then offered resolutions thanking Mrs. C. 
B. Bryant, of Martinsville, Henry county, Va., for her recent 
gift to the Society of the old bell of St. John’s Church in this 
city. Mr. Munford reviewed the history of the bell and spoke 
of its historic associations in connection with the Virginia Con- 
vention of March, 1775, which was held in the church, and of 
Patrick Henry’s famous speech then delivered. 


At the conclusion of Mr. Munford’s remarks, the resolutions 
were adopted. They are as follows: 


Resolved, That we tender the grateful thanks of this Society to Mrs. 
C. B. Bryant, of Martinsville, Va., for her recent gift of the ancient and 
historic bell of St. John’s Church, Richmond, Va.—a bell which not 
only was used to call together the worshipers in the first church built 
within the limits of the present city; but to whose voice responded the 
patriots who, in March, 1775, assembled in those walls to provide meas- 
ures to defend and perpetuate the liberties of our country, and whose 
tones rang out clear and strong, proclaiming ‘‘liberty throughout all 
the land, unto all the inhabitants thereof,’’ on the day when Henry, 
with his immortal words, ‘‘ Give me liberty, or give me death,’’ began 
the Revolutionary war in Virginia. 

Resolved also, That the bell be given a prominent place in the rooms 
of our building, accompanied by an inscription stating its history and 
the name of the donor, and that these resolutions be spread on our 
minutes, and published with the proceedings of this meeting. 


[In the April number of our Magazine the history of this bell will be 
published. ] 
ORIGIN OF THE NAME NEwport NEws. 


The Chairman next introduced President Lyon G. Tyler, of 
William and Mary College, who read a valuable and interesting 
paper on the origin of the name Newport News. He gavea 
careful study of the matter and produced strong evidence to 


| 
XI 
| 
d 
t 
1 
1 
’ 
A. 
one 
T, 
es 


xii VIRGINIA. HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


prove that Captain Christopher Newport had nothing to do with 
the name, but that it was originally New Port Nuce, the latter 
name being derived from Sir William and Captain Thomas Nuce, 
who were prominent settlers of the vicinity. 


At the conclusion of President Tyler’s paper, the Chairman 
expressed his sense of the importance and value of such histor- 
ical addresses, papers and discussions at our annual meetings, 
and stating that no member of the Society had contributed more 
in this way than President Tyler, said that he should be glad to 
receive a motion for a vote of thanks to the latter gentleman for 
the paper he had just read. 


A vote of thanks was moved and adopted. 


THE VALUE OF THE SOCIETY'S COLLECTIONS. 


The Corresponding Secretary then stated that there were a 
few additional words he wished to say to the audience. He ex- 
plained the various disappointments the Society had experienced 
for some years past in obtaining an annual address, and called 
attention to the fact that the great value and interest of our col- 
lections was so little known in Richmond, and enumerated 
briefly the most important portraits, books, manuscripts and 
historic relics. During the coming year a complete list of these 
would be prepared, and would be printed and distributed to 
members as soon as practicable. 


Then, on motion, the meeting adjourned. 


ares 
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WILLIAM WIRT HENRY, 
Died, December 5, 1900. 


At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Virginia 
Historical Society, held December 8, 1900, the following was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That this Committee, deeply regretting the death of Wil- 
liam Wirt Henry, formerly President of this Society, and desiring to 
record the esteem and honor in which they hold his memory, can find 
no words which so fitly show his virtues, his ability, and the work he 
has performed, as does the story of his life, and have, therefore, di- 
rected that this resolution and the following biographical sketch be 
printed in the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography for Jan- 
uary, 1901. 

WILLIAM Wirt HEnry was born on February 14, 1831, at 
‘‘Red Hill,’’ Charlotte county, Va., the home and burial place 
of his grandfather, the orator and statesman, Patrick Henry. 

Mr. Henry was the eldest son of John and Elvira Bruce Henry. 
His father was the youngest son of Patrick Henry and his sec- 
ond wife, Dorothea Spotswood Dandridge, who was a descend- 
ant of Governors Alexander Spotswood and John West. His. 
mother, Elvira Bruce, was the granddaughter of Colonel Wil- 
liam Cabell, of ‘‘ Union Hill,’’ whose patriotic and useful ser- 
vices are well known to students of Virginia history of the Rev- 
olutionary period. 

Mr. Henry received his education at the University of Vir- 
ginia, from which he was graduated as Master of Arts in 1850. 
Three years later he commenced the practice of law in Charlotte, 
and was for some years Commonwealth’s attorney of that county. 
Before the war he was a Whig in politics, and though opposed 
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to secession, was among the first to volunteer for service, and 
enlisted in an artillery company commanded by Captain Charles 
Bruce. In 1873 he came to Richmond and was from that pe- 
riod until the time of his death one of the leaders of the bar. 

Though Mr. Henry’s legal ability is well known, his fame 
will rest principally upon his literary and historical works. It 
is not surprising that he found congenial occupation in historical 
investigation. His scholarly mind, his knowledge of the prom- 
inent part his ancestors had in moulding State and national 
events, and his State pride, were potent influences in determin- 
ing the bent of his mind. 

While his political career was not long it was an honorable 
and useful one. In 1877 he was elected to the House of Dele- 
gates from the city of Richmond, and at the expiration of his 
term, was elected to the State Senate, in both of which bodies 
he was a distinguished member. He served with great ability 
on some of the most important committees, and his advice was 
freely sought. 

He was an earnest and loyal member of the Presbyterian 
Church and his talents and devotion made him a valued member 
of its councils. In the particular congregation to which he be- 
longed—the Second Presbyterian of Richmond—he was long 
the intimate friend and trusted advisor of its pastor, Rev. Moses 
D. Hoge. 

As has been said, Mr. Henry’s most eminent services to the 
country were in his various historical and biographical publica- 
tions and addresses. 

He leaves, as monuments to his genius and attainments, a 
large number of historical and religious works in published form. 
The most important of these is his admirable book, The Life 
and Letters of Patrick Henry, which was published a few years 
ago in three large volumes, and which elicited great praise from 
critics both north and south. Indeed it gave to the public for 
the first time a true idea of the eminent ability and services of 
its subject, who had been too often thought of as merely an 
eloquent orator. 

Of less pretension, but of great value from an_ historical 
standpoint, are his numerous addresses on public occasions and 
his historical papers. Among these are the addresses in Phila- 
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delphia on ‘‘ The Centennial of the Motion for Independence in 
the Continental Congress;’’ address in Washington on the 
‘Centennial of the Laying of the Corner-stone of the Capital; ’’ 
address before the Virginia Historical Society on the ‘‘ Early 
History of Virginia;’’ address before the American Historical 
Association on the part taken by Patrick Henry in the ‘‘ Estab- 
lishment of Religious Liberty in the United States;’’ another 
before the same association on ‘‘ The Causes Producing the 
Virginia of the Revolution;’’ before the same on ‘‘ The First 
Representative Body in America;’’ one before the Virginia State 
Bar Association on ‘‘The Trial of Aaron Burr,’’ and many 
others. 

He also wrote a number of valuable historical papers, among 
them ‘‘ The Truth about George Rogers Clark; ’’ a chapter fur- 
nished the Narative and Critical History of the United States on 
Sir Walter Raleigh, and a number of others, including valuable 
papers concerning the Presbyterian Church and religious liberty 
in Virginia. He was a frequent contributer to the columns of 
this magazine. 

Mr. Henry was Commissioner from Virginia at the centennial 
celebration of the formation of the United States Constitution. 
In 1898 he attended the Congress of History at The Hague, as 
a representative of the American Historical Association, and was 
received with distinguished consideration. Both Washington 
and Lee University and William and Mary College have con- 
ferred upon Mr. Henry the honorary degree of LL.D. A short 
time ago he was made an honorary member of the Virginia His- 
torical Society—himself and Dr. Alexander Brown, the well 
known historian, being the only Virginia authors upon whom 
this distinction has been conferred in recent years. 

Few men could point to so many honors and distinctions 
which came always unsought. He was for many years Vice- 
President of the Virginia Historical Society—being advanced 
to the Presidency upon the death of the Hon. A. H. H. Stuart. 
He has also been president of the American Historical Asso- 
ciation; president of the Richmond City Bar Association; pres- 
ident of the Virginia State Bar Association; vice-president of 
the American Bar Association; president of the Virginia So- 
ciety of Sons of the American Revolution; president of the 
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Scotch-Irish Society of Virginia; vice-president of the Ameri- 
can Sunday-school Union; chairman of the Advisory Board of 
the Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities; 
commissioner from Virginia, and member of the Board of Trus- 
tees of the Peabody Educational Fund, and member of the 
Board of Trustees of Hampden-Sydney College, member of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, the Long Island Historical 
Society, the American Antiquarian Society, the Southern His- 
torical Society, the Bible Society of Virginia, and the Scotch- 
Irish Society of America. 

Mr. Henry married, in 1854, Lucy Gray, daughter of Col- 
onel James P. Marshall, of Charlotte county, who, with four 
children, survives him. 

In his high and pure character, his graceful courtesy to young 
and old (enlivened as it was by a quiet humor), his ardent devo- 
tion to the truth, his steadfast adherence to all that is right and 
noble, Mr. Henry was a model of what we still love to call the 
old Virginia gentleman. 

His patriotic love for the past, his trained mind, his capacity 
for patient and thorough research well fitted him for historical 
labors. 

Mr. Henry was one of the most simple and unostentatious of 
men. He was always generous in sharing his store of large and 
varied information, and the same generosity of heart made him 
a tender and sympathetic friend. 
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